
To: Students Enrolled in Literature and Cinema 
From: Mrs. McVcrry 
Re: Summer Viewing Requirement 

Welcome to Literature and Cinema! 

This letter is to inform you of the viewing requirements for our semester course. In addition, you 
wil l find explicit instructions for an assignment that is due the first day of regular classes. 

You are required to view two films over the summer. One film MUST be a foreign film; the 
other f i lm is from the genre (i.e, action/parody/drama) of your choice. For the films that may be 
unfamiliar to you, I have included a very brief synopsis. 

HORROR: 
The Shining (19S0): Directed by Swnky Kurbrkk Eased upon the novel by Stephen King. Follows one man's 
destructive descent into madness in a haunted Coiarado hotel. A modem aJlegorv for the effects of alcoholism on the 
family dynamic, 

.4n .American Haunting (2005): Starring Sissy Spacek and Donald Sutherland. Twin stories, one set in colonial times 
the other set in the present, interrwine in the tradition of American Romanticism. A young woman is relentlessly 
attacked by an evil spirit, but the explanation for the haunting may have more human origins. 

Scream (1996): Written and directed by Kevin Williamson. The "horror" movie that challenged the conventions of the 
American horror genre. .Also starring Neve Campbell, Counney Cox .Arquette, and David .Arquette. Brief cameo by 
Drew Barrymore. 

The Others (2001).- Produced by Tom Cruise and starring Nicole Kidman. Inspired by European Gothic storyielling, 
one woman contends with the seemingly supernatural possession of her children and home; a haunting, she feels, may 
be the work of the estate's staff 

Poltergeist (1982); Starring Tom Skerriit: The film that inn-oduced the poltergeist phenomenon to the American public. 
The film's production has become something of a Hollywood legend as so many tragedies have befallen the cast and 
crew that the film itself has been dubbed "cursed". 

28 Days Later (2002)/28 Weeks Later (2007) (film and its se^^uel). Original starring Cillian Murphy. Sequel starring 
Robert Carlyle. The UK zombie movie phenomenon. Human manipulation of a virus leads to a mass infection in the 
LiK, resulting in "rage zombies" claiming the city for their own. 
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A Learning Community 

rsfliA t̂te High sahool Et^glush T>jpflrtt^i»U: 

The purpose of the summer viewing assignment for Literature arid Cinema is lo afford students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their current understanding of cinematic technique as well as to allow the instaicfore of the course to assess 
students' writing styles, strengths, and weaknesses in order to ascertain and assign writing goals for the first semester. 

While the stated purpose of the assignment may seem intimidatirig, we understand that few of the students enrolled in the 
course have any real academic backgnDund in cinema and cinematic technique. We ask that you attempt to answer the 
writing prompt to the best of your ability and do not worry about your lack of technical and/or academic knowledge; the 
course is designed to fill in those blanks! 

You are required to choose two fiims fnsm the list attached. One of the films chosen must be a forg/crn film. Read the 
writing prompt before you view the films so that your viewing of the film has direction and purpose. We strongly suggest 
taking notes during the film. After you have finished watching the films, you shoukf address the follow/ing in a standard, 
five-paragraph xademic presentation: 

1- If you had to assign a theme to the first film, what would the theme be? How did you uncover this 
theme? What elements of storytelling helped you uncover this theme? What cinematic technique 
helped lead you to assigning this theme (i.e. use of close-ups, special effects, changing color 
palette, sound, etc), In addition, if you had to assign to each film a predominate visual motif [a 
repetitive image, repetitive use of color, or repetitive camera technique) what motif is obvious to 
you? 'What repeated visuals or camera technique work to make a statement in the film? What do 
you think that statement is? 

2- For the second film, if you had to assign a theme to the rslm, what would the theme be? How did you 
uncover this theme? What elements of storytelling helped you uncover this (heme? What cinematic 
technique helped lead you to assigning this theme (i.e. use of close-ups, special effects, changing 
color palette, sound, etc), In addition, if you had to assign to each film a predominate visual motif (a 
repetitive image, repetitive use of color, or repetitive camera technique) what motif is obvious to 
you? What repeated visuals or camera technique work to make a statement in the film? What do 
you think that statement is? 

3- In your third body paragraph, you should assert which film you feel represents superior film making 
and why. You could address any of the folfovwng areas: theme; motif; special effects; acting: 
editing; camera technique; or any other element of film making that "caught your eye', 

4- Your introductory paragraph must include the following infonnation about e^h film: the studio; the 
director, the year is was released; and when you mention characters, the xtors last name should 
appear In parenthesis after the character's name. Your introduction should also have a simple, 
one sentence summation of the film's general plot. In your Introduction, you should also assert 
that you are examining the films from a thematic point of view (this, in essence, becomes your 
thesis statement). 

5- /moorfanMote.-This is a graded assignment and serves as our first impression of you. We aisc use 
this assignment to assess your writing. Your paper should evidence that it has been extensively 
edited and that you have emptoyed the writing process. 
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Suspira (1977): Directedhy Dario Argeruo. Long considered the "benchmaric" of fiorror films, technique and aesthetic 
far supersede the thin story of an American ballet student's realization thai her school is actually run by a coven of 
witches. Flawless execution by Argento makes this a must see for students of horror. 

DR.AMA: 
Gladiator (2000): Starring Russell Crowe and Joaquin Phoenix. A disgraced Roman General is reduced to spectacle in 
Rome's famed Coliseum. 

A Clockwork Orange (1971): Directed by Stanley Kubrick. Starring Roddy McDowell. In an unspecified future time in 
London, an interesting solution is used to deal with gangs and violence of all nature playing out on London's sn-eet. 
Based upon the novel of the same na.m.e by .Anthony Burgess. 

Raging Bull (1980): Directed by Martin Scorcese. .Starring Robert Deniro. Explores a self-destructive bo.xer's success 
in the ring and ironic failure outside of it. 

On the Waterfront (1954).- Directed by Elia Kazan. Starring Marlon Brando. An ex-prizefighter attempts to stand up 
to the corrupt union running the docks. 

Ghost World (2001): Directed by Terry Zwigoff Starring Thora Birch. Based on the graphic novel by Daniel Clowes. 
Otitsiders attempt to climb outside of their bleak existence by tormenting another. 

The Killing Fields (1984): Directed by Roland Joffe. Starring Haing S Ngor. Sam Waterson, John Malkovich. True 
Story based upon the life of photojournalist Dith Pran. Fran's amazing story of survival takes us through Pol Pot's 
regime in Cambodia, and the classist genocide Pol Pot executed. 

.Apocalypse Now (1979): Directed by Francis Ford Coppola. Starring Marlon Brando. Robert Duvall, and Martin 
Sheen. During the on-going Vietnam War, Captain Willard is sent on a dangerous mission into Cambodia to assassinate 
a renegade Green Beret who has set himself up as a God among a local tribe 

Citizen Kane (1941): Directed by Orson Welles. Starring Joseph Cotton, Dorothy Comingore, and Agnes Moorehead. 
Following the death of a publishing tycoon, news reporters scramble to discover the meaning of his final utterance 

Boyz in the Hood (1991): Starring Laurence Fishhurne and Cuba Gooding Jr. Saga of a group of childhood friends 
growing up in a Los .Angeles ghetto. 

The Namesake (2006): Directed by MiraNair A film about tvs'o generations of an Indian-.American family - the 
parents who moved from Calcutta to the U.S., and their son who struggles to reconcile his American identirv' with his 
cultural heritage. 

Bend it Like Beckham (2002): Directed by Gurinder Chadha. Starring ParminderNagra, Keira Knighiley, and 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers. Set in Hounslow. West London and Hamburg, the film follows two ! 8 year olds with their 
hearts set on a future in professional soccer. Of East Indian origin of the Sikh faith, the Bhamra family have been settled 
in Great Britain for several years. They have two daughters. Pinky and Jessminder. While Pinky is in the process of 
getting married, Jessminder is preparing to play football - which is not acceptable to her parents 

FOREIGN: 

Cinema Paradiso (1988): (Italian): DirectedbyCiuseppe Tornalore. A famous film director returns home to a Sicilian 
village for the tlrst time after almost 30 years. He reminisces about his childhood at the Cinema Paradiso where .Alfredo, 
the projectionist, first brought about his love of films. He is also reminded of his lost teenage love, Elena, who he had to 
leave before he left for Rome. 

Amelie (2001): (French): Directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet. Starring .Audrey Tautou. .Amelie, an innocent and naive girl 
in Paris, with her own sense of justice, decides to help those around her and along the way, discovers love. 
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Lock, Stock, and Two Smoking Barrels (1998): Directed by Guy Ritchie. Starring V'innie Jones, Jason Statham. and 
Huggy Leaver Four London working class stitTs pool their money to put one in a high stakes card game, but things go 
wrong and they end up owing half a million pounds and having one week to come up with the cash. 

Desperado (1995): (Mexico): Directed byRobert Rodriguez. Starring Antonio Banderas andSelma Hccjet NOTE: .AN 
E N G L I S H LANGUAGE VERSION OF THIS FILM IS AVAILABLE. PLEASE DO NOT V I E W THAT 
VERSION O F T H E FILM. VIEW T H E ORIGINAL SPANISH VERSION. A gunslinger is embroiled in a war 
with a local drug runner. 

The Bicycle Thief (1948): Directed by Vittorio De Sica. Starring Lambeno Uaggiorani and Vittorio Antonucci. 
Antonio Ricci, unemployed for over two years, is ovetjoyed when he's finally given a job putting up posters, There's, a 
catch, though - he needs a bicycle as a requirement of the job, so he pawns the family linen to get a pawned bicycle 
back. He goes off to his first day's work, mily happy for the first time in years - and the title of the film gives away what 
happens next 

City of Lost Children (1995): (France, Germany, and Spain) Directed by Marc Caro and Jean-Pierre Jeunei. Starring 
Ron Perlman and Daniel Emilfork A scientist in a surrealist society kidnaps children to steal their dreams, hoping that 
they slow his aging process. 

Pan's Labyrinth (2006): (Mexico): Directed by Guiilermo Del Toro. Starring Ivana Baquero, Sergi Lope:, and 
Maribei Verdu. In the fascist Spain of 1944, the bookish young stepdaughter of a sadistic army officer escapes into an 
eerie but captivating fantasy world. 

The Gods Must Be Crazy (1980): (Afrikaans); Directed by Jaime Uys. Starring Marius Wsyers. Nixau, Lowv Verwey 
A Sho in the Kalahari desert encounters technology for the first time-in the shape of a Coke bottle. He takes it back to 
his people, and they use it for many tasks. The people start to fight over it, so he decides to return it to the God--where 
he thinks it came from. 

Brotherhood of the Wolf (2001); (French); Directed by Christoph Gans. Starring Gregoire de Fronsac. Jean-Fran<;ois 
de Morangia.1, Marianne de Morangias. In 1765 something was stalking the mountains of central France, A 'beast' that 
pounced on humans and animals with terrible ferocity. Indeed they beast became so notorious that the King of France 
dispatched envoys to find out what was happening and to kill the creature. By the end, the Beast of Gevaudan had killed 
over 100 people, to this day, no one is entirely sure what it was, wolf? hyena? or something supernatural.^ 

SCIENCE FfCTlON/F.ANTASY 

Gattaca (1997): Directed by Andrew NiccoL Starring Ethan Hcnvkeand Uma Thurman. GattacaCorp. is an 
aerospace finn in the future. During this time society analyzes your DNA and determines where you belong in life. 
Ethan Hawke's character was bom with a congenital heart condition which would cast him out of getting a chance to 
travel in space. So in turn he assumes the identity of an athlete who has genes that would allow him to achieve his 
dream of space travel. 

2001: A Space Odyssey (1968): Directed by Stanley Kiibrick Starring Keir Dullea, Gary Lockwood. and William 
Sylvester Mankind finds a mysterious, obviously anificial, artifact buried on the moon and. with the intelligent 
computer HAL, sets off on a quest. 

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2003): Directed by Ang Lee. Starring Master Li Mu Bai, Yu Shu Lien, and Jen Yu. 
Two warriors in pursuit of a stolen sword and a notorious fugitive are led to an impetuous, physically-skilled, teenage 
nobleman's daughter, who is at a crossroads in her life. 

Blade Runner (1982); Directed by Ridley Scott, Starring Harrison Ford, Rutger Hauer, and Sean Young. Deckard, 
a blade runner, has to track down and terminate 4 replicants who hijacked a ship in space .ind have returned to earth 
seeking their maker. 
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Terminator (19S4): (original only). Directed by James Cameron. Starring Linda Hamilton, Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
and Michael Biehn. .4 human-looking, apparently urscoppable cyborg is sent from the foture to kill Sarah Connor, the 
future mother of the leader of the resistance in the war against the machines. Kyle Reese is sent to stop it. 

The Highlander (1986): Directed by Russell Mukahy. Starring Christopher Lambert, Sean Cannery, and Roxanne 
Hart. An immortal Scottish swordsman must confront the last of his immortal opponent, a murderously brutal barbarian 
who lusts for the fabled "Prize". 

Lady Hawke (1985): Directed by Richard Donner. Starring Michelle Pfeiffer, Rutger Hauer, Matthew Broderick, 
and Alfred Molina. Navarre has been hunted by the Bishop's men for two years, ever since he escaped with the Lady 
Fsabeau who the Bishop has lusted after. Navarre and Isabeau have a curse that the Bishop has placed on them that 
causes Navarre to be a wolf during the night and Isabeau to be a hawk during the day. Navarre insists that Philipe help 
him re-enter the city to help him kill the heavily guarded Bishop, 

P.ARODV/S.ATIRICAL COMEDY {I.E. "SPOOP' MO\TES)/COMEDY 

Army of Darkness (1992): Directed by Sam Raimi. Starring Bruce Campbell, Emheih Davidti. and Marcus Gilbert. In 
the third film of "The Evil Dead" series, our gun-toting, cliainsaw-handed hero, Ash, has been transported to the 13th 
cenmry where he has been prophesied as the one who will find the Necronomicon. the Book of the Dead, and deliver 
the people from the tenors of the Deadites, who quest for the book, too, Campbell's deadpan delivery has raised this 
filtn to cult classic. 

Blazing Saddles (1974): Directed by Mel Brooks. Starring Cleavon Little, Mel Brooks, Gene Wilder, and .Madeline 
Khan The Ultimate Western Spoof. A town where everyone seems to be named Johnson is in the way of the railroad. In 
order to grab their land, Hedley Lemar, a politically connected nasty person, sends in his henchmen to make the town 
unlivable. After the sheriff is killed, the town demands a new sheriff from the Governor. Hedley convinces him to send 
the town the first Black sheriff in the west 

Shaun of the Dead (2004); Directed by Edgar Wright. Starring Simon Pegg and Kate Ashfield A man decides to turn 
his moribund life around by winning back his ex-girlfriend, reconciling his relationship with his mother, and dealing 
with an entire community that has remmed from the dead to eat the living. 

iVlurder by Death (1976): Directed by Robert Moore. Written by Neil Simon. Starring Eileen Brennan. Truman 
Capote, Peter Folk, andSir.ilec Guinness. Five famous literars' derective characters and their sidekicks are invited to a 
bizarre mansion to solve an even sft-anger mystery. 

Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975): Directet! by Terry Gilliam and Terry Jones Starring Graham Chapman, 
John Cleese, Eric Me, Terry Gilliam, and Terry Jones. Through satire of cenain events in hisior\ (witch rrials, the 
black plague) they find Camelot, but after literally a quick song and dance they decide that they do not want to go there. 

Young Frankenstein (1974): Directed by Mel Brooks. Starring Mel Brooks, Gene Wilder, and Madeleine Khan. Dr. 
Frankenstein's grandson, after years of living down the family reputation, inherits granddad's castle and repeats the 
experiments. 

Death Becomes Her {1992): Directed by Robert Zemekis. Starring Bruce Willis, Goldie Hawn, and MerA Streep. 
Helen, a writer, and Madeline, an actress, have hated each odier for years. Madeline is married to Ernest, who was once 
Helen's fiance. After she recovers from a mental breakdown, Helen vows revenge by stealing back Ernest and plotting 
to kil l Madeline. Both rivals have secretly drunk a miracle cure for aging; they accidentally discover, when each tries to 
eliminate the other, that they have become immortal and that "life" will never be the same again. 
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